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Umapati says thit t'mse who drirrk the nectar of Divine
Bliss arising from the ocean of Divine Wisdom^ look upon
the devotees and the holy images worshipped by the devotees
as identical with Supreme Being unreachable even by the
gods. The realized J^ani is also the exemplary devotee who
lovingly worships the Lord with tears of joy and lisping
tongue.

Regarding the Jnani's right of competence for other three
modes of worship, we may consider s^kkiiar's view. In
Oandesvara nayanar puranam, SekkUar says that candes-
varar attained jn3rna due to his previous good deeds.28 Candes-
varar realizes that the essence of limitless sciences is the
feet of dancing Nataraja-24 Though he had the highest
wisdom, he could not bear the sight of the cows being
beaten by the cowherd. He took charge of that work and
due to his careful protection of the cows, the cows yielded
more milk" From this it is clear that the jnani out of
compassion for souls and other sub-human beings, does
things by being one among them so that they may follow
him. Even though he acts like this, he is always fixed in
God. The devotee's love of God should find expression in
his love of all beings, because He lives in all of them-
A nineteenth century saint Ramalinga Swami, brought up in
the Saiv'te tradition sings, 'The deeds of all those who
treat all living beings alike and help them are deeds of
Divine grace'" Umapati Sivam also says that JQani out of
the depths of his love, is troubled and tossed about for
the sorrows of his erring mankind.26